D.   FINAL NOTE

THE main preoccupations of diplomacy during the few years
which preceded the outbreak of the European War and which
are covered by this volume of Princess RadziwilTs letters
are seen to have been the problems of Morocco and the
Near East. Two subsidiary but important matters were the
question of Austro-Italian relations, and as it turned out to
be a vital development, Germany's loss of leadership in the
Triple Alliance to Austria-Hungary.

The "Eastern Question" included the efforts of the Powers
to procure reforms in Macedonia; the disintegration of the
Turkish Empire; Austrian difficulties with her Slav subjects
arising from this, with its concomitant surging up of national-
istic sentiment among the Balkan Slavs; Russian aspirations
with regard to the Straits and her desire to dominate the
Balkans; and Germany's efforts to maintain close relations
with the new regime in Turkey with a view to furthering
her economic ambitions in Asia and her strategic position in
that part of the world.

The Morocco Problem, which so nearly led to war between
the European Great Powers, was settled peaceably, but it
cemented the understanding between France and Great
Britain into a virtual affiance. Great Britain and Russia had
come to terms in the matter of Persia and other questions in
1907. And after 1912 these two approached yet closer to
one another. The policy of the balance of power was
coming into fashion again. The days of the Concert were
drawing to a close.

Disturbing elements on the horizon were the difficulties
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